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January, 2021
MEETING CANCELLED!!
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Simpkins Swim Center 
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

From The Prez

I
ris season is almost upon us and I am excitedly waiting for the 
spring bloom. Lots of new stuff although my garden is looking rather 
ragged at the moment but will soon be full of bloom. I tried putting 

straw on top of my Arilbred bed and burning it off to get rid of weeds, bugs and 
fungus. Although the flames burned some iris leaves and wilted others, they have all 
rebounded with new growth and I hope this experiment works out. I had heard that 
it may reduce leafspot and I was willing to try it to see if it was beneficial. I will keep 
you posted on this. I may try regular TB beds next year if it works.
Looking down the road for the next several months seems to be more of the same 
regarding future meetings and get togethers. Some reports indicate that all may 
not be back to “normal” until the end of 2021. This will keep us Zooming for far 
longer than I expected and is not healthy for any society that has pot lucks as a 
reason to get together. I have not had B-Day cake in a long time and enjoyed the 
cake that Wayne would bring to each meeting.

I did order Arilbred seeds from ASI. (Aril Society International). I received several 
packets that will soon be potted up and I am looking forward to the challenge. 
My previous attempts have had little success and although some had bloomed, 
they all died out shortly afterward. Pure Arils are even more of a challenge and I 
have had zero luck getting them to bloom. With all the extra time spent around 
the home for the past year I may be able to tend to them better, Time will tell.

See you at the Zoom meeting! % Craig

Monthly meetings have been 
suspended until it is safe to gather in 
person. We gather on Zoom at 7 pm

Regular Meeting/Zoom
Regular Meeting
Friday, January 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
All About Louisiana Iris
Ron Killingworth
Refreshments
Do it yourself Regular Meeting/Zoom

Regular Meeting/Zoom
Regular Meeting
Friday, February 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
Program TBA
Refreshments
Do it yourself Regular Meeting/Zoom

Zoom
 M

eetin
g this 

m
onth

Virtual Meeting 
night! Dream up 
your meal to go with 
the meeting.

Longue Vue, LA, Haymon, 2000 Photo by Mikey Lango

January Birthdays
Rosa Radicchi Jan 1
Barbara Hanson Jan 3
Larissa Daniel Jan 8
Irene Cummins Jan 10
Jack Scanlon Jan 13
Vickie Hinkley Jan 14
Mikey Lango Jan 17
Wayne Craft Jan 18
Kathy Hartman Jan 20
Jeff Helms Jan 30
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Board of Directors 2020
President
Craig Tarr  cht2325@yahoo.com 408 425-7207

Past President
Barbara Hanson  barbara@barbaraltc.com 831 335-4949

Vice President 
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us  408 353-4089

Treasurer
Larrissa Daniel Larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net 831 724-9162

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831 438-1369

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408 315-1520

Newsletter 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net 831 423-3656
Ann Pike avpike@cruzio.com 831 426-8855

1 Year Board 2 Year Board
Jo Chisholm  Mary Helen Chrisman 
Mikey Lango Diane Sampson
Barbara Wiles Linda Stremel

Contacts
Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio shirleyjtrio@gmail.com 209 551-6323

Birthday List
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089

CULTURE TIPS

B
etween mid-December to early February we 
are in the “foreplay” period of iris, and many other 
plants, when they are in a dormant stage (or at least 

as dormant as they ever get around here). At this time you 
should get rid of weeds and dried/diseased foliage cleaned 
out before the new growth begins in early February. As the 
new growth gets underway the MOST important chore is 
to FERTILIZE! This time is when the plants are beginning 
their rapid growth, developing bloom points and need all 
the energy they can get for maximum performance when 
they begin blooming. For untold number of years we use a 
balanced fertilizer such as 10-10-10, triple 12, whichever and 
whatever brand is the cheapest. The balanced fertilizer will 
give the irises the boost they need.
If possible apply prior to rain coming. The rain will get 
it into the soil. We use a big handful per clump. Then 
scratch it into the soil. Even if it doesn’t rain, at this time 
of the year, the soil is wet enough to begin breaking down. 
But if you soil is dry or very sandy you should water it in.

We have been having a series of wind/wet storms lately. It 
makes it difficult to get into beds without “sinking” in and 
compacting the soil. It is best to wait until the soil dries 
out enough so these problems are kept to a minimum. 
Heavy deluges of rainfall often erode the beds. It is wise to 
at least re-cover the exposed rhizomes. We end up having 
to repeat this chore many times in these storms that 
having been hitting us lately.

Our rainy season didn’t start until late this year. Thus, 
the weed germination started later as well. They are not as 
“big” as they normally are at this time of the year. Advan-
tage to us—it means they will be a bit later in getting to 
their seeding stage. This means you will have a bit more 
time to tidy up the garden. Noticed my biggest weed 
problem are showing up in abundance. They are pearlwart 
and mossy pygmy weed. They are mossy looking plants 
but surprisingly the former is a member of the carnation 
family and the latter the same family as the jade plant.

As an aside—the biggest summer weed problem is spotted 
spurge. It starts germinating in March so get it out as soon 
as you see it because it can produce viable seed in as little as 
four weeks.

A word of warning: Don’t get attracted to a new plant that 
shows up in your garden because you find it cute or even 
pretty. It is a WEED and will spread like one....rapidly! A 
few year’s ago for the first a cute little plant showed up at 
the ranch. Seemed innocent enough. It is small and even 
spinach like with pretty little bright violet flowers. I still 
don’t know its name, but it showing up just about every-
where in the ranch plantings. A supposed “tame” plant, 
sweet alyssum, also can rapidly overwhelm your garden. 
The yellow oxalis, a native of South Africa, was imported 
to San Diego area, as a potential garden plant. And look 

what happened to it. It is now a major winter weed. 
Sherry Austin warned me about a new plant she spotted 
at the ranch. She said get it out now! It grows about 10 
inches or so tall. It is apparently called Stinkweed, but not 
being much of smeller, I couldn’t smell anything. A more 
appropriate would be Stickyweed it leaves your hands very 
sticky when you pull it out. % Joe

Internet Postings
Most growers have a website and/or web postings of their 
listings and introductions. Google their names or business 
names to be directed to their sites.

DUES ARE DUE
Single dues are $10 Two or more at the same address, $15. 
Add $10 if you want the newsletter by mail. Please pay at the 
meeting or send to our treasurer, Larissa Daniel, 520 San 
Miguel Rd., Watsonville CA. Phone: 831 724-9162.
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Louisiana Iris

Rooster, LA, R Betzer, 2014 Photo by Mikey Lango Cute AS, LA, Jackson, 2015 Photo by Jane Jordan

Black Widow, LA, MacMillian, 1953 Photo by Mikey Lango
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Lois Setser, LA, Matheny III, 2000 Photo by Mikey Lango

Colorific, LA, Mertzweiller, 1979  Photo by Mikey Lango

Momma Bear, LA, S. Lively, 2020 Photo by Scott Lively

Renee Fleming LA, H. Pryor, 2001 Photo by Jane Jordan
Deja Voodoo, LA, O’Connor, 2011 Photo by Jane Jordan

Tatawera Flow LA, P. Jackson, 2015 Photo by Jane Jordan



Bay News, January 2021 www.montereybayiris.org 5

January Meeting
Our January speaker, Ron Killingworth. He is a retired 
US Army Chief Warrant Officer 3 who spent 21 years 
in the US Army as a Counterintelligence Special Agent, 
retired and worked for the US Dept of State, Bureau of 
Diplomatic Security, as a Special Investigator for three 
years, retired as Chief of Police, Belcher, LA, then started 
growing LA irises. And. he grows thousands of them! He 
is the treasurer of SLI and the chair of the membership 
committee, as well as as many other jobs SLI can put on 
him. He and his wife Sue are AIS judges.

Garnet Storm Dancer, LA, Pryor, 1997 Mikey Lango

Rings of Romeo, LA, R Betzer, 2018 Photo by Mikey LangoBless Your Little Heart, LA, Killingworth, 2018 Photo by Wayne Crabbs


