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July, 2020
MEETING CANCELLED!!
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Simpkins Swim Center 
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

From The Prez

J 
ust a year ago I was up with my brother looking for property in 
Idaho. As I write this I am sitting in his new home near Boise enjoying the 
summer weather that is about the same as at my home. I brought with me 

about 8 rhizomes of ‘Dusky Challenger’ to plant. It is a beautiful area and very green 
and I hope to see the plants at their best next spring. Not a lot of iris in the local 
neighborhood here. I am sure I can change that in a few years.
Sadly, the picnic will be postponed this year. Your board of directors, along 
with the club officers, discussed the merits and risks of having this event and 
have decided to keep us all safe from harm. We are still working on how and 
when to deal with the door prizes and club iris. This decision will be relayed to 
all once the committee handling this works out the finer details.

The Fall Region is also cancelled. Per our RVP Jean Richter, there will be an 
online meeting and judges training via Zoom by Andi Rivarola on spurias. 
More details to follow at a later time.

At this point in time I have no idea when the society can resume normal opera-
tions. Many businesses and clubs are closing down for the entire year and it 
may come to that for our band of Irisarians. The year 2020 may be a total write 
off. I sorely miss our meetings and the smiles and laughter that they bring.

On a personal note, my arm is healing from surgery and will be a 6 month 
process to get back to normal if all goes well. I tore my left bicep away from my 
elbow wrangling sheep. A week later I had tendons reattached.  I cannot use 
my left arm or hand until the end of July and will be restricted to a 10 pound 

Monthly meetings have been 
suspended until it is safe to gather in 
person again. We gather on Zoom.

Annual July Picnic Cancelled
July Zoom Meeting
Friday July 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Virtual meeting night, fellowship and 
conversation, dream up your own 
meal to go with the meeting. Link to 
meeting will be emailed prior to the 
meeting. 

Zoom Meeting
Friday, August 21, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.

Picnic 

Cancelle
d

Virtual Meet-
ing night July 24! 
Dream up your 
meal to go with the 
meeting.

July Birthdays
Barbara Wiles July 2
Fred Valentine July 11
Pat Wisdom July 14
Tiffany Rush July 28
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Secretary
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Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831 438-1369
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Contacts
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Shirley Trio shirleyjtrio@gmail.com 209 551-6323

Birthday List
Wayne Crabbs wayne@lomaprieta.us 408 353-4089

weight limit until possibly December or later. The year has 
been frustrating. Typing one handed is a chore. Writing 
with my off hand looks like a 2 year old with a crayon. 
Digging iris is going to have to wait a year hopefully I can 
make a full recovery to get the garden back on track for 
2021. Luckily I have Karin to do all the heavy lifting.

Normally I would end with, “See you at the picnic.” But this 
message I will sign off with “Be safe.”% Craig

Prez message cont.

Culture Tips

T
he summer months are time to dig and replant 
your irises. But in our climate you can continue to 
replant into the early fall.

This is the time to cut out or snap out the spent stalks and 
clean out any weeds that compete with the iris rhizomes 
for nutrients. If you want a neater garden, clean out the 
dead leaves and cut off diseased parts of leaves.

All incoming new rhizomes—and even those you are 
replanting—should be dipped in a bleach drench made up 
of 1 part bleach to 9 parts water. Submerge at least to well 
above the “bulb” base of the rhizome. Leave in the solu-
tion for 10–15 minutes. Then, some suggest to clean them 
off in clear water. I have found this isn’t really necessary, 
but, this part is: The rhizomes MUST be completely dry 
when you replant them. The chlorine must be completely 
evaporated or your new spring growth will be all wrinkled 
and the bloom not normal.

Keep your newly replanted irises wet enough. A deep 
watering will last about a week. Keep your newly replanted 
irises watered until the rhizome show four full new leaves, 
then you can cut back to less frequent watering. If you 
plant late, the fall rains should do the job.

A comment on the bane of iris growing—and over 200 
specie—is mustard seed fungus. It was rarely a problem 
in our mild climate but it now is the number one disease 
we face. That is why dipping is so important. It kills any 
spores on the plant, but does help little if you have it in 
the garden since mustard seed is soil borne. It makes its 
appearance in late spring into the summer. It shows as a 
creamy rot at the base of the fan and has no smell. Small 
spores—the size of mustard seeds—show in the rot. 
Immediately dig the plant, clean out the infected area and 
dip in the bleach solution. I found it best not to replant 
these rhizomes for a couple of weeks so you can be sure the 
rhizome is “clean”.

Since the fungus spores can be viable for years, remove the 
soil where the plant was growing and get rid of it. Replant-
ing a “clean” rhizome in the same soil, exposes it to getting 
the fungus. Always get rid of any showing any signs of 
the telltale white webbing. Also dusting the resulting 
hole with a chlorine cleanser (Comet) before refilling is 
helpful % Joe

Doorprize Iris Pickup
The doorprize Iris you have won will be available at Jim and Irene’s 
starting this Saturday July 18th. Please pick up as soon as you can.

The ones you picked at the first 3 meetings as well as ones we picked 
for joining a zoom meeting will be in a bag with your name. We will 
hopefully have a grab-bag of free giveaway Iris there for you to help 
yourself to. We are trying to cut down on our inventory—too much 
work—and if you are looking for a particular one please just ask and I 
can check my list.

The bags will be in the shade under the Pink Crepe Myrtle by  
the Garden Shed. If you would like to stay for a few minutes please 
pull into our yard and we can safe distance visit on the lawn.  
We are all healthy and would love to visit. Our cellphone number is 
831 438-3360.

Stay safe and healthy. 
Jim and Irene
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Newly planted iris at Joe Ghio’s house on Bay Street J Ghio

Dividing Iris
Joe Ghio has posted, on his face book page,  instruc-
tions on dividing iris rhizomes. His face book page is 
Bay View Gardens, https://www.facebook.com/Bay-View-
Gardens-291485554485.

Sloping, unused piece of property.... No means of wheelbarrow access...needed filling with 
new dirt... Had to bucket 3-yards of soil from front yard through the house/dining room, 
out to the balcony and dump over the railing... It’ll be worth it!! Wayne Crabbs

Wayne’s beds W. Crabbs


