
Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Iris Society

 www.montereybayiris.org

2017 Calendar 

August, 2017
Next meeting August 18, 2017
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Simpkins Swim Center 
979 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz

From The Prez

O 
nce again the time for the after action report on the July picnic 
MBIS style. Held at Harvey West Park annually, the event is part picnic, 
part fund raiser and very much fun. Potluck style this year had many 

fresh berries and cake—lots of it. And who made the chicken wings? They were 
very good and I need more of them. Please give me the recipe—actually give it to 
Karin; I will just lose it.
Joe Ghio once again auctioned off the iris. Thank you to all who outbid me on 
these newly introduced beauties. I really do not have the room anymore and my 
beds are already bursting and overcrowded. Joe’s descriptive skills of each new 
introduction was entertaining and usually spot on. Much money was made and 
the year is already slated to be another winner. Special thanks to Larissa for the 
finance side of the picnic. Her position is tedious but is much appreciated to 
keep the club going. I did notice that she needed a week in Cancun to recover 
from the BBQ. Larissa Daniel and Rosanna Kennedy recorded and tallied 
the auction bids with the valuable assistance of Wayne Crabbs remembering 
winning bid numbers and the price.

My position as President got me the job of host and I spent much of the auction 
time showing off pictures of the door prizes and new introductions as they were 
being bid on.  Thank you Ann Pike for all the photographs of the iris, it really 
helps sales not only at the picnic but also the sales events.

There were 27 bidders. The highest amount paid was $15 for ‘Higher Calling’. 
The second highest was ‘Ghiradelli Square’ for $14. The highest amount paid 
in 2016 was $23 for ‘Valley of Dreams’. The highest total purchased by one 
bidder, this year, was $151.

Sale . . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 12th

 8 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Regular Meeting
Friday, August 18, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Walk Through Iris Past
Joe Ghio
Refreshments 
Lupe Allen & Shirley

Regular Meeting
Friday, September 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Dalias, Dalias, Dalias
Jan Palia, Dalia Society
Refreshments
Potluck

Regular Meeting
Friday, October 20, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
All Beardless Iris
Joe Ghio
Refreshments 
Scott Smith & Linda Lomperis

Regular Meeting
Friday, November 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments
Barabara Hanson & Rosanna Kennedy

Annual Holiday Dinner
California Grill, Watsonville
Friday December 15  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m

August Birthdays
Suzanne Caron August 18
Carolyn Craft August 18

cont. page 5
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Board of Directors 2017
President
Craig Tarr  cht2325@yahoo.com 408 425-7207

Past President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  831 335-4949

Vice President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  831 335-4949

Treasurer/ Librarian
Larrissa Daniel Larissa_paniza@hotmail.com 831 724-9162

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831438-1369

Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408-315-1520

Newsletter Editor 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net  83 423-3656

Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 
Ann Pike baynews@baymoon.com  831426-8855

1 Year Board
Sherry Austin
Wayne Crabbs
Rosanna Kennedy

2 Year Board
Riley Probst
Rosa Radicchi
Joan Scanlon

Upcoming Meetings
For the August meeting Joe will be doing a “Walk 
Through Iris Past.”  For the September Program we are 
having Jan Palia from the Dalia Society demonstrating 
floral arranging and she will have dahlias for us to arrange 
and take home. So, you need to bring clippers, vases, and 
green for fill. The Dallia show is August 26th and 27th at the 
Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History. We are all invited. 
At the October Joe will do his usual talk regarding PCI, but 
this year will also include all other beardless iris. 

2017 AIS Symposium
The symposium is an annual popularity poll of Tall Bearded 
(TB) iris conducted by the AIS. All AIS members may 
vote in this symposium. The top 100 Tall Bearded iris are 
then ranked and the results of the symposium each year are 
published in the official publication of the AIS, the AIS 
Bulletin, usually within the January issue. All AIS members 
receive this quarterly publication as part of their AIS 
membership. The full results are published on the  
AIS website.

Every member of The American Iris Society may partici-
pate in this balloting of the irises listed below. Each member 
is allowed twenty-five votes. There will be extra ballots at the 
August meeting or you can go to: http://www.irises.org/About_
Irises/Awards_Surveys/TB_Symposium.html

Scotts Valley Sale Report
The morning was comfortably cool as we arrived at Sky Park 
and started to unload irises for the June annual Garden Faire 
sale. We had lots to do in just under 2 hours.
The canopies went up smoothly; all of the banners went up 
quickly thanks to the method of packing that Jim Cummins 
uses. Other vendors were hard at work setting up their 
booths when the sprinklers came on full force. Everyone 
was scampering around trying to protect their merchandise. 
One fast thinking vendor quickly ran to all of the trash cans 
ripped off the tops and plopped those tops down over the 
sprinkler heads.
I was impressed at the speed that several vendors ran to a 
display that was getting drenched and plopped trash can lids 
over the sprinklers and saved the display of a vendor not in 
attendance at that time. A good example of people coming 
together to aid a stranger.
Finally we were ready and open long before designated time. 
Most all photos were attached to the proper baskets. We are 
still having a problem with irises being brought to the sale 
that had no photos. Most of those irises did not sell.
The attendance was way down this year so our sales reflected 
the smaller crowd. We did earn $569.00 so it was well worth 
having the sale. Our expenses were just $190.00 so we clearly 
made a profit.
Thank you so much to all of the workers that help with 
everything. Mostly thank you to our club members that 
donated rhizomes. We cannot have fund raisers without your 
support. Thanks to Riley for all of the coffee, donuts, and 
cold soda. Shirley’s potato salad left from last nights potluck 
was welcomed at lunchtime.

New Members
By the end of the Deer Park Sale, we had four new members! 
Please welcome: Jo Chisholm, Los Gatos; Cristine Gomez, 
Watsonville, Judy Rust and Mary Rust, Ben Lomond. We 
look forward to meeting you one of our upcoming meeting.

Bloomers 
Bring your rebloomer to share! First drawing goes to those 
who have brought blooms. Rebloomer drawing starts in 
August and goes until February.  

Door Prizes
Members need to bring to the August meeting good recent 
iris to share as door prizes. Bring favorite irises for the 
drawing. The door prizes will depend on what members bring 
to this meeting. Rebloomers would be really great!
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CULTURE TIPS

I 
f you haven’t done so already, this is the month to kick your 
replanting of bearded irises into high gear. If your soil has been used 
before or it is very light, it is well to add organic matter to your beds in 

the form of compost, manures or even something like mushroom compost. A 
light application of super phosphate or bone meal is also helpful. You can apply by 
broadcasting and work them in or put a handful in each hole as you plant.

Before replanting it is best to dip all your irises, newly acquired or even your 
own, in a bleach solution, one part bleach to 9 parts water. Submerge the plants 
up to at least one inch above the rhizome. Keep them in the solution for 10-15 
minutes, then dunk them in clear water and set them out to completely dry 
before planting. This last direction is very important or else you are likely to have 
deformed plants in the spring. This process of soaking in bleach is helpful in 
killing off any fungus you do not want to introduce to your garden.

Bearded irises tolerate being out of the garden for some time, but keep them 
in the shade. Cut them back just before planting to keep them from falling over 
and to force new growth to form. TBs do best if the sun can get to the top of the 
rhizomes. Keep the weeds away from the plants, If you do not feel like pulling 
weeds later on, sprinkle some pre emergent on your beds after you are done with 
your planting. Be sure to use markers to label your plants, and draw a map of the 
new area showing the new varieties, so you will know which iris is which even if 
you loose the markers.

If you have rebloomers planted together, this is the month to give them a light 
application of a balanced fertilizer and a weekly watering. This is more likely to 
encourage repeat bloom. If they are mixed in with your other irises, you can do 
the same to them, but more growth on non-repeaters won’t encourage them to 
rebloom. %Joe

We did slightly better this year raising 
$1,228, compared to $1,134 last year. 
This year totals: auction—$834, raffle 
and “Pick from the lawn”—$376.

We auctioned 114 rhizomes this year, 
with the average per rhizome was 
$7.54, compared to 81 rhizomes at 
$10.27 last year.  

Since I was doing a very important 
job during the auction, I did not get 
to spend as much time as I would 
have liked “mixing” with my fellow 
club members but Karin and I plan 
on being lifetime members. So I will 
catch up with you at a later date. I 
enjoy the membership, the knowledge, 
willingness to help, and organizational 
skills of the individuals that makes the 
events we have fun and trouble free. 
A huge Thank You to all who helped 
organize this.

Anyway, enough about the event and 
on to the financial end of it: We made 
money—Yay!

See you all at the meeting.%Craig


