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July, 2016
Next meeting Saturday, 16, 2016
Harvey West Park 11 a.m.
Auction
Potluck
Pick up Door Prize iris

From The Prez

O
nce again summer is upon us and the picnic is the highlight. Door 
prizes to be collected and new iris to be bid upon. This time of year I enjoy 
the digs and visiting with fellow members as we dig, sort and mark all the 

iris fit to sell. I am sure that our sales this year will go well and the organization 
and planning that go into these events is fabulous.

When I asked Karin how many iris she was getting this year, her only reply 
was “A lot”! She is planning on 4 new 20 foot beds so I figure she is getting close 
to 100. I have opted out of ordering iris this year, I already have 200+ and have 
started culling the “undesirables” to make room for my seedlings. Noids are 
getting the boot now and my compost heap will double.

Once again a reminder that the next general meeting is going to be at Simpkins 
Swim Center. Remember that the plus side is that we do not have to take apart and 
put back the puzzle.

See you at the picnic!. %Craig

Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 16 . . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Harvey West Park
Potluck and Auction

Annual Sale
Dig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe’s Ranch
Thursday,August 4th

 . . . 9 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Sale . . . . Deer Park Shopping Center
Saturday, August 6th

 . 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Sale . . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 20th

 8 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Regular Meeting
Friday, August 21, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Simpkins Swim Center
TBA
Refreshments 
Carolyn Craft, need second volunteer

This year’s picnic will be back in our usual spot under the big oak tree in Harvey West Park

July Birthdays
Fred Valentine July 11
Pat Wisdom July 14
Henry Rojas July 15

If you have iris for the August 
sales and need help digging 
them please contact Craig so an 
email sent to request that help. 

Bring good recent iris to the  
picnic! See page 3 for ideas.  
The better the iris the better  
the raffle!

Picnic is Back to usual 
spot Under the Big Oak
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Board of Directors 2016
President
Craig Tarr  cht2325@yahoo.com 408-425-7207

Past President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  831-335-4949

Vice President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  831-335-4949

Treasurer/ Librarian
Larrissa Daniel Larissa_paniza@hotmail.com 831-724-9162

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831-724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831-438-1369

Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408-315-1520

Newsletter Editor 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net  831- 423-3656

Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 
Ann Pike baynews@baymoon.com  831-426-8855

1 Year Board
Kathy Hartman
Ann Pike
Shirley Trio

2 Year Board
Sherry Austin
Wayne Crabbs
Rosanna Kennedy

MBIS 2nd Iris Sale
When Saturday, August 20th, 2015
Where Aptos Farmers’s Market 

Cabrillo College
Set up Time 7:30 a.m. We need help for the set up. 
We hope you will help us sell during the morning. We will 
need additional iris for this sale, so if you have iris and 
did not get them to Joe’s Ranch or the Deer Park Sale, get 
them here to Cabrillo or drop them by a member’s house!

Sale Time 9:00– to noon (or sell out).

Dig Help Needed
Jim plans on digging at the Cummins’ house Tuesday 
August 2nd before Joe’s on Thursday, and could use help 
cutting and labeling. Please let Jim know if you can help.
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Culture Tips

T
he summer months are time to dig and replant 
your irises. But in our climate you an continue to 
replant into the early fall.

This is the time to cut out or snap out the spent stalks and 
clean out any weeds that compete with the iris rhizomes 
for nutrients. If you want a neater garden, clean out the 
dead leaves and cut off diseased parts of leaves.

All incoming new rhizomes—and even those you are 
replanting—should be dipped in a bleach drench made up 
of 1 part bleach to 9 parts water. Submerge at least to well 
above the “bulb” base of the rhizome. Leave in the solution 
for 10–15 minutes. Then, some suggest to clean them 
off in clear water. I have found this isn’t really necessary, 
but, this part is: The rhizomes MUST be completely dry 
when you replant them. The chlorine must be completely 
evaporated or your new spring growth will be all wrinkled 
and the bloom not normal.

Keep your newly replanted irises wet enough. A deep 
watering will last about a week. Keep your newly replanted 
irises watered until the rhizome show four full new leaves, 
then you can cut back to less frequent watering. If you 
plant late, the fall rains should do the job.

A comment on the bane of iris growing—and over 200 
specie—is mustard seed fungus. It was rarely a problem 
in our mild climate but it now is the number one disease 
we face. That is why dipping is so important. It kills any 
spores on the plant, but does help little if you have it in 
the garden since mustard seed is soil borne. It makes its 
appearance in late spring into the summer. It shows as a 
creamy rot at the base of the fan and has no smell. Small 
spores—the size of mustard seeds—show in the rot. 
Immediately dig the plant, clean out the infected area and 
dip in the bleach solution. I found it best not to replant 
these rhizomes for a couple of weeks so you can be sure the 
rhizome is “clean”.

Since the fungus spores can be viable for years, remove 
the soil where the plant was growing and get rid of it. 
Replanting a “clean” rhizome in the same soil, exposes 
it to getting the fungus. Always get rid of any showing 
any signs of the telltale white webbing. Also dusting the 
resulting hole with a chlorine cleanser (Comet) before 
refilling is helpful %Joe

SV Smart Garden Faire
We had a great time at the Scotts Valley Smart Garden 
Faire and sold almost all of our iris. I deposited $766 into 
our bank account. This was the most that we ever made at 
the Garden Faire. We were ready not to do it this year....
but Riley and Shirley said they would be in charge and 
once again we went up to help them. See you guys at the 
picnic. Brenda
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Iris for Picnic
It is time to dig some of the increase from the iris you won 
as door prizes last year, and bring them to the July  picnic. If 
you are a new member, these irises should be available at the 
picnic so be sure to be there. Members share their best irises 
at this picnic. Here is a list of the door prizes collected at last 
year’s picnic. If you have these bring some of their increase. 
Please check the newsletter page of our website for a complete 
description of these iris. If you have purchased newer iris and 
have increases please bring those. If you are a new member 
plan on purchasing a lot of chances to win some good iris!

Door prize iris from last year’s picnic: Amber Rainbow, 
American Original, Angels Abound, Arriverderci, Better 
Together, Betty Ford, Beyond Bubbles, Blackwater, Blended 
Splendid, Blue My Mind, Border Skirmish, Boston Cream, 
Bouyant Spirit, Cardinal Expression, Carousel of Dreams, 
Chestnuts Roasting, Commanding Presence, Coralina, 
Cow Patty, Cuttin’ ZZZs, Dark Icon, Deal or No Deal, 
Devilicious, Diva Dreams, Double Chocolate, Dramatic 
Encounter, Favorite Beau, Gambling Man, Gentle Reminder, 
Glorious Sky, Going Big Time, Good Morning Sunshine, 
Grand Bargain, Hearts of Fire, Heavenly Host, Helen’s 
Melody, In the Loop, Itsa Whatever, Judy’s Smile, Just an 
Elusion, Loco Coco, Midnight Velvet, Mint Mark, Natty 
Attire, Not a Clue, One Last Kiss, One Step Beyond, 
Payback Time, Pirate Queen, Plum Full, Rare Coin, Ready 
for my Closeup, Rhythm of Love, Risk Taker, Rocky 
Mountain News, Shaman’s Magic, Show Finale, Sights 
Unlimited, Skirting the Issue, Snaparazzi, Snow Day, Soft 
Sensation, Spiral Galaxy, Step Back, Sundown Clown, 
Swirling Skirts, Tidal Raves, Venus Bay, Vow of Silence, 
Wishes Granted. 

Other recent door prize iris are: Absolute Star, Ambertime, 
Arts and Crafts, Autumn Explosion, Beauty Contest, 
Beefy, Blondie’s Blush, Cafe Viva, Care to Dance, Catwalk, 
Cherokee Blaze, Civility, Core Values, Cosmic Delight, 
Cotillion Gown, Cow Palace, Dance Queen, Dancing Days, 
Devilicious, Don’t Stop Believing, Downtown Brown, 
Emblematic, Fancy Ideas, Fiery Echo, Fine Loom, Fine 
Romance, First Avenue, Full of Grace, Got the Look, Head 
over Heels, I’m All Shook Up, Ice Planet, In Beauty, Jazz 
Queen, Love of Life, Love of Life, Mango Queen, Mary 
Contrary, Mayfair Melody, My Lady’s Manor, New Found 
Glory, Oil Painting, One More Sip, Otherside of Heaven, 
Out Walkin’, Pink Positive, Platinum Jubilee, Platinum 
Passion , Point to the Sun, Rags to Riches, Red Dirt Road, 
Reentry, Rhythm of Love, Santa Bounce, Sapphire Lace, 
Scary, Skip a Beat, Sneak a Peek, Soul Mate, Source of 
Course, Spirit Rider, Spring Awakening, Storm Rider, 
Tahitian Treat, Texas Two Step, Venus Bay, Victory Chant, 
Vintage Port, Visigoth, Yours Truly. 
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Show Bonus Iris
If you helped out at the show, you will receive an iris from 
this year’s door-prizes. A pick has been put in the hat for 
each shift you worked during the show, the more shifts 
you worked, the more tickets with your name on it are in 
the hat. So, the more shifts you worked, the better your 
chances of getting an early choice. Joe is selecting iris for 
this drawing. Each helper will come away with an iris. If 
you are not able to be at the picnic, please ask someone to 
choose for you and bring you that iris.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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Important Meeting Memos
We are back this year to our original site for our Picnic at 
Harvey West Park. It is the middle picnic area opposite the 
baseball field and rest rooms on Coral Street.  

Also starting in August, we will have some fancy NEW 
DIGS for our monthly meetings. It is the Simpkins Swim 
Center, 979 17th Avenue, about 2 miles toward the ocean 
from Hwy. #1. Details in next month’s Newsletter and if 
you look on our website the address links to Google maps.

Riley presented Joe with the two ASS medals he won last year, the Knowlton Medal for 
Niche in the BB class and the Mitchell Medal for the Pacifica, Bay Street.
top photo taken by Sherry Austin, bottom by Jim Cummins



Picnic, Raffle and Auction
 Area B Harvey West Park, Santa Cruz
 July 16h, 2016, 11:00 a. m.
Area B is in the center of the picnic area under the big oak tree.

Door Prizes This is the time to pick up the door prize irises 
you won during the year and also the iris for the show workers. If you 
can’t make the picnic, have someone pick them up for you or they will 
be auctioned off. Repeat! All iris not claimed will be auctioned!

Directions to Park Coming toward Santa Cruz on Hwy 17 or 
Hwy 1, follow the signs to Half Moon Bay. At the first light turn 
northwest on Hwy 9 towards Felton. Turn left at the first possible 
turn, left again at the stop sign on Limekiln Ln.; it turns into Coral 
St.; follow it to the end. Turn right on Evergreen and go straight 
ahead to the park. Look for the picnic tables under the big oak tree, 
and for the MBIS banner on the left of the road.

Food and Beverages Bring a dish to share with 10–20 others (salad, 
veggies, main dish or dessert) and what ever you would like to drink.

What Else to Bring Your own plate, utensils, and glass. A table cloth 
if you want to cover the table. Paper bags for your new irises. A hat if 
you like, chair to be more comfortable, money or checkbook to pay 
for incredible iris bargains, and last, but not least bring iris! Bring 
increases of last year’s door prizes and any other newer varieties. You 
don’t need to cut the fans. Please write the names with a permanent 
marker on the lower part of the middle leaf.A
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Iris Dig for August Sale
We will be digging iris for the sale at Joe’s ranch on Thursday, 
August 4th from 9:30 a.m. until we are finished (about noon 
or 1 p.m.). All members are encouraged to attend! Take 
Freedom Blvd and make a left Corralitos Rd (by Aladdin’s 
Nursery). Pass the school on the left side of the road, then 
slow down and after 2 houses you will see the field of iris 
behind the row of roses. Park on the shoulder of the road. 

Please bring permanent markers, scissors, shovels, a folding 
chair, folding table if you have one, comfortable shoes, a sun 
hat, something to drink, and many, big!! cardboard boxes!
Also bring the irises you are donating for the sale.  
Generous donations of rhizomes from our members are 
what makes this sale a success. We need your healthy, well 
grown, named increases. If you don’t have time to write their 
name, you may bring the clumps in paper bags with the name 
written on the bag. They can be cut and named at the ranch.

If you cannot come to the ranch, please send them with 
another member or bring them early to the the sale named.
Prizes—we will have a raffle, everyone will go home with a 
recent introduction!

Bring food and we can have lunch!
We will also need reliable volunteers with trucks/vans/

pickups to take the irises, keep them until Saturday and bring 
them to the sale.

Door Prize Iris
There are a few items that didn’t increase well, overbloomed, 
or had other problems due to this spring’s odd weather, so 
some substitutions will be necessary this year.

MBIS Annual Iris Sale
When Saturday, August 6th, 2015
Where Deer Park Shopping Center, courtyard 

in front of the Red Apple Café
Set up Time 7:30 a.m. We need help for the set up. 
We hope you will help us sell during the morning. If you 
did not take the irises you are donating to Joe’s ranch on 
Thursday, Please cut the fans to about 12", cut roots to 5" 
or 6", print the name clearly on the middle leaf with a 
permanent marker, and write the color if possible. If you 
brin varieties other than TBs, please mark IB (intermedi-
ate), BB (border), SDB, (standard dwarf), MDB (minia-
ture dward, MTB (miniature tall).

Sale Time 9:00– to noon (or sell out).
If you cannot get to Deer Park early, please drop your 
donation iris at the home of a member who will be 
there for set up.
Please bring brown grocery bags if you have any, 
comfortable shoes, and lots of friends to buy our iris.


