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September, 2015
Next meeting September 18
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Native Sons Hall
 239 High Street, Santa Cruz

Monthly meetings are held in Native 
Sons Hall unless otherwise stated.

Regular Meeting
Friday, September 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Beardless
Joe Ghio
Refreshments
Rosa & volunteer needed

Regular Meeting
Friday, October 16, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
PCIs
Refreshments 
Pizza with members bringing sides

Regular Meeting
Friday, November 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments
Joan and Wayne

Annual Holiday Dinner
Michael’s on Main, Soquel
Friday December 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m

Our first ever raffle, with Magical as the prize, brought in $102 to this year’s sale 

From The Prez

S 
eptember already! Are your rhizomes in the ground yet? I am holding 
off for rain, hoping it comes sooner rather than later. The rebloomers were 
lovely to see at the August meeting—keep ‘em coming! We had so many 

rhizomes fresh for our drawing that everybody got at least two—thanks, Joe. Don’t 
miss our upcoming September 18th meeting when Joe Ghio will tell us what we want 
to know about beardless iris—Japanese, Spuria, Siberian, Lousianna, and other iris 
varieties. See you then! % Barbara

September Meeting
Our September meeting on Friday the 18th will feature Beardless Iris. Learn 
about Japanese, Spuria, Siberian, Lousianna, and a variety of other iris. Many of 
these iris are tall. All are a wonderful addition to your garden. The speaker will 
be Joe Ghio who for several years hybridized Spurias. Please join us!

Door Prizes
Once more members need to bring 
good recent iris and any and all 
beardless iris plants to share as 
door prizes. Bring favorite irises 
for the drawing. Those beardless 
iris you won in prior years would 
be good. It is important to have a 
good selection of iris both for us 
and for any new members coming 
to the meeting!

Iris Sales!
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Board of Directors 2015
President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  831 335-4949

Past President
Tom Karwin tom@karwin.com  831 426-5981

Vice President
Riley Probst  rprobst02@earthlink.net  209-551-6323

Treasurer/ Librarian
Larrissa Daniel larissadaniel@sbcglobal.net 831 724-9162
Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com  831 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net  831438-1369

Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408-315-1520

Newsletter Editor 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@att.net  83 423-3656

Webmaster 
Ann Pike baynews@baymoon.com  831426-8855

1 Year Board
Jim Cummins
Fred Valentine
Karen Valentine
2 Year Board
Kathy Hartman
Craig Tarr
Shirley Trio

August Sales
Again this year, our August rhizome sales were a success. 
Our success can be measured in terms of public turn out, 
participation by members, enjoyable time had by our 
members, as well as financial gain. We made a total of 
$5,172 (Deer Park $3,779, Cabrillo $1,393), only $664 less 
than 2014, only $233 less than 2013, BUT more than any 
other previous year of record. So we did good. I partici-
pated in the Deer Park sale and remember us having a lot 
of fun and actually selling out early. We probably had the 
longest waiting line of eager customers anxious for us to 
open the sale area. Brenda Wood potted up a few rhizomes 
of Magical, by our own Joe Ghio. These were raffled off 
adding $102 to our Deer Park income. Several gathered 
at the Red Apple Café for lunch afterward, extending the 
camaraderie and social time together. 

Our Cabrillo sales did go down slightly, $1,393 this year 
compared to $2,728 last year. We had a large number of 
members who showed up to help and had a good time 
doing so. When we got near to the end of the iris, once 
again Joe made grab bags. We sold about 6 or 7 of those 
and then gave the rest to the vendors near to where we were 
set up. They in turn gave us coffee, avocados,sweets, water 
and corn on the cob! A good exchange!

Brenda, again, arranged excellent press coverage in local 
periodicals and had flyers distributed. No question this 
helped bring in the customers to both our sales. This 
would be a good time to applaud the many that partici-
pated in the 2 digs and labeling at the Cummins garden 
and the one at Joe Ghio’s ranch. Thanks for the many 
rhizomes donated by several members in addition to the 
huge volume donated by the Cummins and Joe. Oh, and 
thanks to all that hauled supplies, especially to Brenda 
Wood for hauling the tables.

Charley Kearns

Bloomers 
Bring your rebloomer to share! First drawing goes to those 
who have brought blooms. Rebloomer drawing starts in 
August and goes until February.  

DOOR PRIZES
Bring some of your beardless irises—especially from the door 
prizes you won in the past. Also bearded irises are welcome.
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CULTURE TIPS

T
his summer, in fact, all this year has been very 
warm and tropical. It has been hot and humid all 
this summer and relatively unseasonally hot since 

January. Not to mention how dry it has been with many of us 
struggling with water rationing.

The plants, especially the trees, are showing the results 
of the stress they are under.  In Santa Cruz a natural green 
lawn no longer exists. Brown is the new normal. Established 
clumps of irises come thru the drought pretty well, but noted 
that the Pacificas at the ranch have significant die-off without 
water while in the clay soil of Santa Cruz they have come 
through the summer without significant problems.

This is the month to finish planting any bearded irises you 
have putting off getting to. And the time to replanted any 
beardless iris, except for the Pacificas. Beardless irises can’t 
tolerate being out of the soil for long periods as the bearded 
can. If you don’t replant beardless as soon as you dig them, put 
them in a bucket of water until you’re ready to plant them.

If you know you won’t get to replanting them (beardless) for 
some time, wrap the rhizome with wet toweling or newspaper 
and put them in a plastic bag with a rubber band around the 
rhizome—leave the leaf part exposed. Place them in your 
refrigerator. They will keep well this way for up to 6 weeks. 
The only effect I have noticed is that they tend to bloom 
earlier then those plants not refrigerated.

If you haven’t watered your Pacificas all summer as I 
do, begin watering thm regularly now. This is especially 
important if you plan to dig and replant them in October. 
Generally the later you plant in October or early November, 
the better the success rate. % Joe

Ghio 9th Annual 1 Hour Sale
Saturday, September 19th, 9–10 a.m., 1201 Bay Street, Santa 
Cruz, CA  95060. A good selection of the newest and best 
introductions from many sources including the leading 
hybridizers such as Schreiner, Keppel, Ghio, and a wide 
selection of Blyth originations will be available from $5 to 
$10 each.  A limited number of 2015 releases will be available 
for $15 each. Also a selection of organic vegetables, fruits and 
pumpkins will be available. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  
This is the month we start the process of getting our set of 
officers for 2016. The Presidents appoints the Chair and 
two other members are nominated from the floor to make 
up the Nominating Committee. They report their recom-
mended slate of officers in October.  Further nominations 
may be made from the floor. The election is in November 
with the new officers taking over after the December.

Fall Regional
Reminder: the AIS–14 Region’s 2015 Fall Meeting will be 
on October 16th and 17h, hosted by the James M. Gibson Iris 
Society and located inVisalia. The guest speaker will be Chuck 
Bunnell, winner of the 2014 Dykes Medal for ‘Dividing Line’. 
See the registration form in the current AIS-14 Bulletin and 
on the AIS-14 website: www.aisregion14.org/.

Up Coming Meeting
Our October meeting on Friday the 16th will feature 
Pacific Coast Iris. These are the iris native to our area and 
are often found wild in our coastal hills. Our speaker is 
Joe Ghio. If you have been to our Spring Iris shows, then 
you are famil iar with his PCI introductions and seedlings. 
The American Iris Society annually gives out the Sydney 
B Mitchell Award for the best Pacific Coast Iris and Joe 
Ghio has won this award over a dozen times. He is the 
expert to hear when you want to learn about these  
wonderful little iris!

Everyone is welcome to attend our meetings. Come join 
us, have fun and learn tips about gardening and iris!

Condolences
We are saddened to learn that Craig Tarr’s father passed 
away. The family has arranged to have a private memorial.  
Memorial donations may be made to the Hospice of Santa 
Cruz County, 940 Disc Drive, Scotts Valley, CA 95066

831-430-3000. 

Also, recently Elena Laborde lost her mother, and Wayne 
Crabbs lost his brother. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
these members at this difficult time.

Sad News
The iris world lost another hybridizer when David Cadd 
passed away at 3:40 a.m. today, Friday September 4, 
2015 from multiple organ failure. He was at home. At his 
request, he will be cremated. A celebration of life was held, 
Saturday September 12th at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, in Healdsburg.Anna is tired butholding up well 
and welcomes your kind thoughts: Anna Cadd, 329 North 
St. Healdsburg, CA  95448, 707-433-8633 caddsiris@
comcast.net


