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From The Prez

W
hat a great Iris Show! We had lots and lots of visitors, thanks to 
the great PR work by Brenda and the couriers. Many new faces, lingering 
lovers of iris, and photographers, too. Thanks also to all the volunteers who 

brought their iris, staged them and were there to answer questions from our iris 
adoring fans. Pat Lindstrom did a fabulous job decorating the room-—it was a very 
cheery and light venue. Kudos to all involved %Barbara

PCIs in bloom Jim Cummins

Monthly meetings are held in Native 
Sons Hall unless otherwise stated.

Regular Meeting
Friday, May 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30  p.m.
Pizza Potluck.

Regular Meeting
Friday, June 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
Program
TBA
Refreshments, Ballgame feed
Ann P &  Rosanna K 

Garden Faire 
Sky Park, Scotts Valley
June 21, Saturday . . 9:00  a.m. –5:00  p.m.

Annual July Picnic
Saturday, July 19 . . . . 11:00 a.m.–3:00p.m.
Harvey West Park
Potluck and Auction

Annual Sale
Dig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe’s Ranch
Thursday, July 31st

 . . . . . . . 9 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Sale . . . . Deer Park Shopping Center
Saturday, August 2nd

 . 9 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Sale . . . . Cabrillo/Aptos Farmer Mkt
Saturday, August 9th

 . 8 a.m.–12:00 p.m

Regular Meeting
Friday, August 15, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30 p.m.
TBA
Refreshments 
TBA
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Next meeting May 16, 2014
Doors open 7:00 p.m.
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Place Native Sons Hall
 239 High Street, Santa Cruz

Christmas Party
Kathy Hartman researched several restaurants for our Christmas party. Michael’s 
on Main in Soquel offered us a good price and are not going to charge us a room 
fee. Kathy books a lot of events at Michael’s through her job at the Santa Cruz 
Association of Realtors so they gave her a great deal. And, no Jello!

Pizza Party night! 
Bring something to 
compliment it.

Best of Show, Joe Ghio’s ‘Eye Catching’ Fred Valentine
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Board of Directors 2014
President
Barbara Hanson  behanson@pacbell.net  335-4949

Past President
Tom Karwin tom@karwin.com 426-5981

Vice President
Riley Probst  rprobst02@earthlink.net  209-551-6323

Treasurer/ Show Chair
Charley Kearns kcf@verizon.net 408-315-1520

Secretary
Brenda Wood woodbrenda@aol.com 724-5415
Jim Cummins jcummins@pacbell.net 438-1369

Hospitality & Refreshments
Shirley Trio

Librarian
Larissa Daniel

Newsletter Editor 
Joe Ghio ghiobayview@surfnetUSA.com 423-3656

Webmaster 
Ann Pike baynews@baymoon.com 426-8855

1 Year Board
Jim Bottini
Wayne Crabbs
Rosa Radicchi
2 Year Board
Jim Cummins
Fred Valentine
Karen Valentine

Refreshments
The hospitality person, will bring the club’s hospital-
ity box every month with the club providing all of the 
paper goods, napkins, plates, cups, eating utensils etc. 
along withhot coffee—ALWAYS DECAF unless asked 
to change. Hot water and tea bags will also be provided. 
There will be at least one drink such as juice, soda or some-
thing other than the tea or coffee. In the winter months 
there may be hot chocolate packs and/or cider packs. If 
at any time someone has an idea of something additional 
that the club should provide PLEASE call Shirley or e-mail 
shirleytrio@clearwire.net.

Also, if for any reason the person/s volunteering to bring 
food cannot do so, or cannot attend the meeting, PLEASE 
call Shirley so she can pick up the snacks. In order to be 
at the meeting by 7:00 p.m. Shirley and Riley must leave 
home by 3:30 p.m. so call before then.

Shirley Trio Probst
Hospitality Chair

THE AWARD WINNERS:
Best Of Show Joe Ghio,—PCI, Eye Catching
Best Tall Bearded Joe Ghio—Hurricane Bay
Best Tall Bearded—Non Commercial Grower
 Jim Cummins—TB, Petticoat Shuffle
Best Bearded Other Than Tall 
 Jim Cummins—SDB, Satin Accent
Best Novice Craig Tarr—TB, Abbondanza
Best Historic Jim Cummins—TB Mary Frances
Best PCI Joe Ghio—Eye Catching
Best Collection 
 Brenda Wood—3 stalks PCI, Mission San Antonio
Best Seedling Joe Ghio—(TB) 10-10-I
Best Beardless Seedling Joe Ghio—(PCI) OPP-20-1
Best Bearded Seedling Joe Ghio—(TB) 10-10-I
Best Bearded Other Than Tall Seedling 
 Joe Ghio—(BB) 08-50-BB
Ralph Coleman Award (Peoples’ Choice)  
  Ann Pike—(TB) Orange Splash
Silver Medal Joe Ghio—10 Blue Ribbons, 7 Red Ribbins
Bronze Medal  
 Jim Cummins—10 Blue Ribbons, 3 Red Ribbins

Artistic Division
Best Artistic Design 
 Pat Lindstrom—‘Elfin Pathways’
People’s Choice Artistic
 Pat Lindstrom—‘Elfin Pathways’
Best Design—‘Elfin Pathways’
 Pat Lindstrom—‘Elfin Pathways’
Best Design—‘Surf ’s Up’ Pat Lindstrom
Best Design—‘Aye Aye Captain’ Jim Cummins

Mini Show
As is our custom, we held our Mini-Show at the April 
meeting. Joe gives us good information on what makes a blue 
ribbon winner at the spring show.
He tells us what we can do to produce a perfect bloom stalk, 
and what not to do. Ann Pike and Jim Cummins briefed us 
on what judges tend to focus on.
The winners of the mini-show are below.
Best of Mini-Show Wayne Crabbs —TB Role Reversal
Best Tall Bearded Wayne Crabbs TB—Role Reversal
Best Tall Bearded, Novice  
 Miranda Sampson—TB Revere
Best Bearded Other Than Tall Jim Cummins—IB End Zone
Best Beardless Iris Brenda Wood—PCI Public Eye
Best Seedling Jim Cummins

NOT a REBLOOMER Month!
Irises are now blooming. It is March, so there is no 
Rebloomer drawing. You can still choose to bring iris!
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As Forrest Gump knows, the weather the day before an 
iris show and the decision of the judges are like a box of 
chocolates. Despite heavy rains on Friday our irises put 
on a very impressive show. We had 109 entries: 92 named 
varieties and 17 seedlings. Ten members participated, with 
these participants entering the most: Joe Ghio 21, Jim 
Cummins 19, Wayne Crabbs 14, Charley Kearns 12, and 
Brenda Wood 11. Joe Ghio also entered 13 seedlings and 
Jim Cummins entered 4. Among named varieties, there 
were 33 blues, 35 reds, 16 whites, 5 honorable mentions 
and 3 not judged. The 17 seedlings won 9 blues. 

Wayne Crabbs left the Novice category last year, and 
this year won 4 blues and 8 reds with his 14 entries. Very 
impressive! Craig Tarr, joining MBIS in 2013, entered 5 
iris as a Novice this year. He won 3 blues and 2 reds! So, 
Craig moved out of Novice in 1 year. We can expect stiff 
competition from Wayne and Craig next year!

We had 4 entries in the Artistic Section. All stunning and 
very popular with the public. Pat Lindstrom won Best 
Design with her ‘Elfin Pathways’ arrangement. Pat’s ‘Elfin 
Pathways’ also won the People’s Choice award.

We appreciate the wide participation and long hours of 
work from many club members. A big thank you to all. 
Brenda Wood did a great job again with advertising and 
promotion. A two page spread with pictures in the Sentinel 
and distribution of lots of flyers seemed to be quite effec-
tive. Ann Pike, again, provided her talent in producing the 
show program and announcement flyers. Ann also provides 
invaluable assistance in making sure the bloom stalks are 
displayed in the right order and look good. We always rely 

on Joe Ghio for direction in setting up and making sure 
the judging progresses properly. Thanks for these impor-
tant contributions.

Irene Cummins, our hospitality lady for many years, 
arranged a very attractive hospitality table and made sure 
to welcome each visitor and make sure they had show and 
club materials. Joan Scanlon’s turning carrousel of sea life 
delighted the guests, especially the children.

A special recognition and thank you to Pat Lindstrom 
for her hours of hard work in creating the artistic section 
categories, and for administering that area. Pat also created 
and installed  whimsical sea décor that made our room 
festive; and created sea themed center pieces for the tables 
our guests enjoyed sitting around for resting and admiring 
the blooms.  She was ably assisted by Karen Valentine and 
Jony Duffield, who provided a lot of  help in the horticul-
tural area, as well as the artistic.

 The Louden Nelson Center personnel were very helpful 
in assisting us with set-up, tear down and promoting the 
show in the weeks prior to our event. Again this year, I 
felt that our room gave us the opportunity to decorate and 
display in a manner that makes the show more intimate 
and inviting to our guests. We had a steady stream of traffic 
with the room crowded much of the time. Guests lingered, 
making notes, clicking photos with their cameras and 
smart phones.  Several lingered at our guest tables sipping 
water and enjoying lemon wafer cookies. And, of course, 
having a kitchen attached provided munching opportuni-
ties. Thanks Jim & Irene, Brenda and Barbara for seeing 
that we had sustenance. GREAT SHOW!

by Charley Kearns, Show Chairman

2014 MBIS SHOW REPORT

Trophy Table with winning iris Fred Valentine
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DOOR PRIZES IRISES
 1. BLONDIE’S BLUSH, M Sutton, Cream & yellow blend, hint of green
 2. CARE TO DANCE, Schreiners, S. white, apricot base; F. raspberry
 3. DANCING DAYS, Keppel, S Oyster; F. violet, very ruffled
 4. FINE ROMANCE, T Johnson, ruffled pink; very ruffled
 5. HEAD OVER HEALS, B. Blyth, 11, ruffled pastel pink
 6. ICE PLANET, R. Tasco, S. purple; F. light blue, dark top
 7. JAZZ QUEEN, B. Nicodemus, S, white; F. deep purple, fuchsia edge
 8. MANGO QUEEN, F Kerr, S. Mango orange; F. burnt orange; lighter edge
 9. NEW FOUND GLORY, F Kerr, S. off white, milk chocolate halo;  

F. blackish purple; white starburst
 10. OIL PAINTING, J. Ghio, Orange, tan band
 11. ONE MORE SIP, T Burseen, Wine, olive beard
 12. OUT WALKIN’, Schreiners, Burgundy plicata, nice ruffles
 13. POINT TO THE SUN, G Sutton, S. yellow; F. white, white horns
 14. REENTRY, T Burseen, S. violet; F. black
 15. SAPPHIRE LACE, F Kerr, white; blue lacy edge around falls
 16. SCARY, T Burseen, violet amoena; yellow horns
 17. SNEAK A PEAK, T Burseen, S. lemon; F. many different colors
 18. SOUL MATE, Ghio, Blue lavender; ruffled & branched
 19. TAHITIAN TREAT, M Sutton, S. orange; F. apricot, violet band; fuzzy lavender horns
 20. VINTAGE PORT, M. Smith, Claret to ruby red

CULTURE TIPS

A 
s the new year began, we also began a dry 
period that would turn out to be the driest year of 
record. In addition to no rain, starting in February 

we had five weeks of the hottest days of record as well. The 
daytime temperatures got into the 70s and sometimes even 
80s. In the beginning the irises responded and gave indication 
that we might have one of the best bloom years ever. But that 
was not to be. The extremes of day/night temperatures, lack of 
rainfall, and frosts caused confusion in their growth patterns. 
Some began blooming very early others are even just now 
putting up stalks.

The confusing weather patterns also gave some irises to just 
give up and abort their bloom points. On the other hand, roses 
responded to the confusion and stress by putting out the best 
bloom I’ve experience in 65 years of growing them. The bloom 
was 3 to 4 weeks early on the roses. The size of blooms and 
intensity of color is like nothing every seen around here.

As the bloom recedes, snap or cut out the spent bloom-stalks. 
Monitor and keep the beds free of weeds especially in this year 
of extreme drought. Established beds of irises need little or no 
water during the summer in our area. But if your soil is sandy, 
you will have to give them some precious water. In Santa Cruz 
we are being allocated 249 gals. per person per day. That leaves 
precious little water for the outside. So we are back to  
collecting our grey-water.% Joe

May Meeting  
Awards Presentation
We present the spring show awards at the May meeting right 
after the Pizza pot luck. The club purchases the pizza; you 
bring a side—veggie dish, salad, desert or something that will 
go well with pizza.

Charley will not be at the meeting, but has enlisted the help 
of Jim Cummins and Craig Tarr. They will be presenting the 
“Oscars” this year. There are rumors that they are working up 
some jokes and maybe a dance routine or two. They will be 
presenting the cash awards, certificates, ribbons and rosettes. 
Trophy engraving will not be ready until the June meeting. 
Congratulations to this year’s winners!

Spring Show  
Volunteer Appreciation
This year, at the July picnic, we will be distributing a “door 
prize” iris to each show volunteer.
A ticket for each shift worked, by each worker, will be placed 
in the hat. First draw gets first pick, second draw gets second 
pick, and so on.

Each worker gets one, but those working the most shifts 
have a greater chance of picking their favorite.
If you can’t attend the picnic, you should ask someone that is 
attending to pick for you.


